
  

 

staggered riding, which provides several benefits. Staggered 

riding maintains proper spacing between riders, takes up 

less road space, and provides greater visibility for cars to 

see riders. Side-by-side formations are illegal in most states 

and reduce the safety margin. 

If you decide to participate in a group ride, take time for 

research to ensure your ride is successful.  

Check out the link to the Motorcycle Safety Foundation’s 

library for more information to share with your riders:  

https://msf-usa.org/library/ 

-Malcolm Logan 

 
Total mishaps this report: 15 
Total fatalities this report: 1 

Marine Corps  

Rider fatalities this report: 1 
Rider fatalities for FY 22: 9 

Navy  

Rider fatalities this report: 0 
Rider fatalities for FY 22: 13 

Going with a group? Don’t forget the prep 
July 2022 showed a 2% drop in motorcycle mishaps; 

however, we still need to stay vigilant during the 

summertime. I would like to address the topic of group 

rides, which seem to be more visible compared to the last 

two years. Group rides can be an excellent learning tool for 

inexperienced riders. If you decide to participate in a group 

ride, you should always be prepared before you arrive. Here 

are some tips to help you get started. 

 Be on time with a full tank of gas. 

 Have an experienced rider check your bike using the    

T-CLOCS pre-ride inspection: Tires and wheels, 

Controls, Lights and electr ics, Oil and other  

fluids, Chassis and Stands. 

 Meet the group leader and sweep rider, the 

experienced rider who brings up the rear. 

 Study the route and be mindful of fuel, rest stops and 

motorcycle performance.  

 Ask what hand signals will be used during the ride. 

 Discuss what to do if riders are separated or someone 

breaks down.  

 When it's time to ride, know your position in the group.  

During a group ride, the only type of formation should be 

This report is a monthly update of motorcycle mishaps that occurred throughout the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps. The 
data listed reflects what was reported during the time period covered. 

The information contained in the report is based on preliminary information and 
is provided for hazard awareness and training purposes only. The Naval Safety 
Command recommends motorcycle safety representatives use this information for 
training and mentorship programs and forward to others who may have an interest. 

Official mishap data should be obtained from the Naval Safety Command. 

JULY 2022 

The graph above depicts 66 reported motorcycle fatalities between fiscal year (FY) 2020 and 

July FY22. 

https://msf-usa.org/library
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Fatal Mishaps (All times local) 
 
July 3; time, age and rank NR 
Location: Torrington, Connecticut 
Remarks: Rider overcorrected a turn, ran off the road and 
struck a wall.  
 
Nonfatal Mishaps (All times local) 
 
July 28, 5:15 a.m., 24-year-old E-4 
Location: San Diego, California 
Remarks: Rider was transported to local hospital. Rider 
sustained dislocated left shoulder and lacerations to the 
right knee, and mishap is still under investigation. 
 
July 25, 6:30 a.m., 21-year-old E-4 
Location: San Diego, California 
Remarks: Rider was transported to local hospital. Rider 
sustained a broken clavicle. 
 
July 18, 3 p.m., 26-year-old E-5 
Location: Gainesville, Georgia 
Remarks: Rider collided with another vehicle and was 
transported to local hospital. Rider is undergoing 
treatment and observation for injuries sustained. 
 
July 18, 7 a.m., 27-year-old E-6  
Location: Jacksonville, Florida 
Remarks: While riding to work, rider lost control of 
motorcycle. Rider went to local hospital and is awaiting 
surgery on a compound arm fracture. 
 
July 18, time NR, 27-year-old E-6 
Location: Pensacola, Florida 
Remarks: Rider was cut off by PMV-4 that failed to yield to 
the light. Rider struck PMV-4, was thrown from 
motorcycle and came to rest on the road. Rider was 
transported to the local hospital and treated for multiple 
injuries. 
 
July 17, 3 p.m., 26-year-old E-5 
Location: Yorktown, Virginia 
Remarks: Rider was leaning into a curve and slid on gravel. 
Rider went to local hospital for minor injuries. 

July 16, time and age NR, E-6 
Location: Luray, New Mexico  
Remarks: Rider leaned into a curve, lost control and 
crashed. Rider went to local hospital for a concussion. 
 
July 15, 9:30 p.m., 21-year-old E-4 
Location: Hiroshima, Japan  
Remarks: Rider struck a guardrail, flipped over the 
handlebars and landed in a stream. Rider went to local 
hospital for observation. 
 
July 14, 2:45 p.m., 23-year-old E-5 
Location: National City, California     
Remarks: Rider swerved to avoid a dog and lost control. 
Rider went to local hospital for minor injuries. 
 
July 14, 7:10 a.m., 29-year-old E-6 
Location: Gulfport, Mississippi     
Remarks: Rider swerved to avoid object in road, lost 
control and crashed. Rider went to local hospital for road 
rash and fractured left wrist. 
 
July 13, 10:30 a.m., 27-year-old E-4 
Location: Seattle, Washington     
Remarks: Rider locked brakes, lost control and came to 
rest on the ground. No injuries. 
 
July 8, 2:30 p.m., 22-year-old E-3 
Location: Santa Ysabel, California  
Remarks: During a group ride, rider attempted to take a 
turn going down a hill, lost control and dropped the bike. 
Rider went to local hospital and received multiple stitches. 
 
July 7; time, age and rank NR 
Location: Norfolk, Virginia 
Remarks: Rider was cut off by PMV-4. Rider attempted to 
go around PMV-4, collided with a parked van and landed 
on the top of van. Rider was taken to local hospital for 
multiple fractured bones. 
 
July 3; time, age and rank NR 
Location: San Diego, California  
Remarks: Rider crashed motorcycle and went to local 
hospital for bruised kidneys and multiple fractured bones. 
 
July 2, 6 p.m., 21-year-old E-5 
Location: Pearl Harbor, Hawaii 
Remarks: Rider collided with a curb and lost control of 
motorcycle. Rider went to local hospital for a broken 
clavicle.  

Continued on Page 3 

Motorcycle Mishaps 
July 2022 

Additional Motorcycle Rider Down Reports are available at 
navalsafetycommand.navy.mil/Resources/Motorcycle-Rider-Down-Reports-Newsletters 

Motorcycle Mishap Legend 

NR represents information not reported 

Red entries represent Marine Corps-specific mishaps 

navalsafetycommand.navy.mil/Resources/Motorcycle-Rider-Down-Reports-Newsletters
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Kelley said his first attempt at the MSF Rider Coach 

training class, an intense seven-day class, was not met with 

the best results.  

“On day five, I contracted a bad case of the flu and could 

not finish the class,” Kelley recounted. “This was 

discouraging, but I am no quitter. When I go in for 

something, I am all in … no halfway for ‘Safety Dave.’” 

Kelley is currently a certified MSF instructor for the BRC 

and Advanced Rider Course (ARC) training. He has taught 

10 BRC and three ARC classes from April 2021 to May 

2022. Kelley believes a local instructor helps create a well-

balanced motorcycle safety program at NAWS China Lake. 

“I am very proud of our program; I am directly involved 

in the upkeep and serviceability of our range and four 

support motorcycles,” he said. “We are very fortunate here 

in the safety office to have these opportunities to train and 

protect our [service members] while they serve to protect 

our liberties and freedoms.” 

Motorcycle classes range from beginner level, or BRC, to 

the advanced level for more experienced riders. Active-

duty military riders must take BRC, ARC and a refresher 

course every five years to be in compliance with 

Department of Defense directives. Service members and 

Department of Defense identification cardholders who 

want more information on courses can contact their unit or 

installation traffic safety coordinator or motorcycle safety 

representative. 

For those considering getting a motorcycle or learning to 

ride, Kelley suggests taking the BRC.  

For the full story and Safety Dave’s Top 5 tips 

for safe riding, visit  

https://navalsafetycommand.navy.mil/Media/News/
Article/3141165/with-great-freedom-comes-great-

responsibility/ 

By Leslie Tomaino 

NORFOLK, Va. – It was the summer of 1976, the year of 

America’s bicentennial, and 23-year-old Air Force Airman 

David Kelley was stationed at Nellis Air Force Base, 

Nevada, his first duty station. At Nellis, Kelley got his first 

motorcycle, a 1974 Suzuki GT 380, from a fellow airman 

who was transferring from the base. All it took was that 

first ride, and the young Airman was hooked on riding 

motorcycles. Now, 46 years later, a more seasoned Kelley, 

often nicknamed “Safety Dave,” has helped countless new 

and inexperienced riders find their freedom and passion 

for motorcycles as a certified Motorcycle Safety 

Foundation (MSF) Rider Coach instructor. 

As a safety and occupational health (SOH) specialist, 

Kelley currently works at the Naval Air Weapons Station 

(NAWS), China Lake Safety Office. He began working in 

the SOH job series in 1988 and has spent the last three 

decades at NAWS China Lake, dedicated to all aspects of 

safety – especially the Navy Motorcycle Safety Program. 

Kelley’s journey to becoming an MSF-certified Rider 

Coach began in 2017 with the addition of a dedicated 

motorcycle safety training range at China Lake. In previous 

years, he was actively involved in the classroom and 

motorcycle class setups and was interested in possibly 

becoming a Rider Coach instructor. Kelley began to 

shadow the contracted Rider Coaches, helping them in the 

classroom and at the training range. He would assist with 

placing cones on the course for the range exercises and 

riding some of the exercise demos as needed. 

“I believe I shadowed more than a dozen Basic Rider 

Courses (BRCs) and was approached by the contractor and 

asked if I would like to become a Rider Coach,” said Kelley. 

“They were impressed with my abilities and thought I 

would be a good fit for their organization. I accepted their 

offer and was thrilled to have the opportunity.” 

NAVAL SAFETY COMMAND 
ENABLING WARFIGHTING READINESS 
3 7 5  A  S t r e e t ,  N o r fo l k ,  VA  2 3 5 1 1 - 4 3 9 9

For more information, contact Malcolm Logan | malcolm.x.logan.civ@us.navy.mil | 757-344-3520 

Comes Great Responsibility 
With Great Freedom 
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